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EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED (UC MERCED)
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Interdisciplinary Humanities (IH) May 2030
Committee: Dr. Ma Vang (Chair)
Master of Arts in [H May 2027
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO (FRESNO STATE) December 2020
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration — Marketing; and
of Arts in Media, Communications, and Journalism (MCJ) — Public Relations
Minor in Women'’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (WGSS), WGSS department;

in Philanthropic and Community-based Leadership, Sociology department; and
in Asian American Studies (ASAM), Anthropology department

Certificate  in Humanics — Administration and Leadership for CBOs, Sociology department;
in Social Justice and Social Change, Philosophy department;
in Southeast Asian Studies, Anthropology department; and
in Cross Cultural Competency, Social Work department

SPECIALIZATION

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Southeast Asian American Philanthropic Leadership: Employ AsianCrit theories and
ethnographic methodology to inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic conflict within the world of
philanthropy and the duality of its scarcity-rooted mindset

Southeast Asian American and BIWOC’s Lived Experiences: Apply critical race theories and
phenomenological methodology to analyze the individual lived experiences of immigrant,
refugee, and/or first or second-generation women in comparatively patriarchal communities

COMMUNITY VISIONS

Community Building and Infrastructure Development through Narrative Strategies:
Cultivate meaningful relationships and a mutual understanding of community through
cultural and Westernized strategies on various communication mediums

Women, Youth, and Young Adults of Color Leadership Development and Empowerment:
Galvanize the current and next generation of leaders through programming, building a sense
of belonging, self-identity, and social awareness to enlighten communities of long-term
social change and growth opportunities
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PUBLICATIONS
RESEARCH
Journal of Applied Research in the Community College Spring 2023 Vol. 30, No. 1
- Yietal., 2023 “Falling Through the Cracks: The Institutional Invisibility of Southeast
Asian American Community College Students and the Need for Data Disaggregation”

OP-EDS
A Hopeful Encounter, Inc.
“Building Leadership through Hmong Dance”
Community Alliance
“The Virus of Anti-Asian Racism”
Asian Pacific Review, Ethnic Supplement of Fresno State’s The Collegian
“Addressing Xenophobia in Asian American Communities”
La Voz de Aztlan, Ethnic Supplement of Fresno State’s The Collegian
“Feminist Fresno State Latinx Professors Advocate for Students and Communities”
“Students empowering students to get HIV tested”
College of Social Sciences (COSS), Fresno State
- “Women's Studies empowers students in higher education”
- “Building Coalitions amongst Minorities through Education”
- “ASAM Undergraduates Claiming their Hmong Identity in the New Year”
- “Positively impacting our college one gift at a time”
- “Cultural narratives celebrating National Native American Heritage Day”
- “Collaboration of departments creates pathways for students with a specialized interest in
Forensic Sciences”
- “Student activists create Fresno's first Transgender Housing Report”
- “Dr. Cristina Herrera's impactful Chicana approach to social change through education”
- “Dr. Everett Vieira unveils the diversity of Latin America”
- “Dr. Luis Fernando Macias' academic drive for Hispanic heritage”
- “Dr. Amber Crowell's fight against negative stigmas for Latinx”
- “Dr. Larissa Mercado-Lopez encourages students to tread their own paths”
- “Dr. Victor Torres empowers students through Mexican folkloric dance”
- “Dr. Maria-Aparecida Lopes embraces her diverse Latin American background”
- “Dr. Anabella Espafia-Ngjera's Guatemalan Heritage through family and food”
- “Celebrating National Hispanic Heritage Month with faculty, staff, and students”
- “A Cry of the Heart: A Local Survivor of Human Trafficking”

VIDEOS
A Hopeful Encounter, Inc.
“Park and Green Space Equity in Vinland Park”
Central California Asian Pacific Women (CCAPW)
“CCAPW 2022 President Organizational Welcome™
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https://hopefulencounter.org/leadershipthroughdance/
https://fresnoalliance.com/the-virus-of-anti-asian-racism/
https://asianpacificreview.com/2020/05/01/addressing-xenophobia-in-asian-american-communities/
https://collegian.csufresno.edu/ethnic/la-voz-de-aztlan/?fbclid=IwAR2-TxReCUmcdfm4IGIj9LVrXCxNBu4algnWsbA_PUuPh_7f34Mpc1GQnWI#.YG87_uhKhPY
https://issuu.com/fresnostatecollegian/docs/913_updated2
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2020/03/09/womens-studies-empowers-students-in-higher-education/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2020/02/27/building-coalitions-amongst-minorities-through-education/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/12/27/asian-american-studies-undergraduates-claiming-their-hmong-identity-in-the-new-year/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/12/09/positively-impacting-our-college-one-gift-at-a-time/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/12/02/cultural-narratives-celebrating-national-native-american-heritage-day/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/11/18/collaboration-of-departments-creates-pathways-for-students-with-a-specialized-interest-in-forensic-sciences/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/11/18/collaboration-of-departments-creates-pathways-for-students-with-a-specialized-interest-in-forensic-sciences/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/10/18/student-activists-create-fresnos-first-transgender-housing-report/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/10/10/dr-christina-herreras-impactful-chicana-approach-to-social-change-through-education/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/10/08/dr-everett-vieira-unveils-the-diversity-of-latin-america/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/10/03/dr-luis-fernando-macias-academic-drive-for-hispanic-heritage/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/10/01/dr-amber-crowells-fight-against-negative-stigmas-for-latinx/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/09/27/dr-larissa-mercado-lopez-encourages-students-to-tread-their-own-paths/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/09/25/dr-victor-torres-empowers-students-through-mexican-folkloric-dance/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/09/23/dr-maria-aparecida-lopes-embraces-her-diverse-latin-american-background/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/09/19/dr-anabella-espana-najeras-guatemalan-heritage-through-family-and-food/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/09/16/celebrating-national-hispanic-heritage-month-with-faculty-staff-and-students/
https://fresnostatecoss.com/2019/09/09/a-cry-of-the-heart-a-local-survivor-of-human-trafficking/
https://fb.watch/iYOckhXh0O/
https://fb.watch/iYOeFnb-eH/

The Ethics Center, Fresno State
“The 1776 Commission”

- “The First Amendment and Trump’s Twitter Ban”

- “Racial Justice”

- “Ethical Leadership”

- “Civil Unrest and Structural Violence”

- “Getting Counted in the Census”

- “Public Art and Monuments in the BLM”

- “A Fast and Tree Planting for Peace”

- “Gandhi, Race, and the Gandhi Statue at Fresno State”
COSS, Fresno State

- “Women’s History Month: Dr. Kathryn Forbes”

- “Women’s History Month: Dr. Melanie Ram”

- “Women’s History Month: Dr. Cristina Herrera”

- “Women’s History Month: Dr. Jennifer Randles”

- “Women’s History Month: Dr. Emma Hughes”

- “COSS Advising: Socks for a COSS”

- “Women’s Studies: Gillian Sarro”

- “Women’s Studies: Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Chavez”

- “Women’s Studies: Aleks Rodas”

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

HIGHER ACADEMIA SERVICES AND MEMBERSHIPS

Association for Asian American Studies (AAAS)

August 2024-current | Graduate Student member

Association for Asian Studies (AAS)

August 2024-current | Graduate Student member

UC Merced — Graduate Student

August 2024-current | IH Graduate Group (IHGG) Conference IH Graduate Conference (IH
Grad CON) Chair, Vice Chair, and Media Lead
- Meets with faculty, students, and community members to delegate roles and expectations
- Markets to and recruits artists, tablers, and community organizations
- Reviews and selects both research and community-centered proposals

August 2024-current | Graduate Student Association (GSA) Internal Communications Officer
- Arranges monthly agendas and sends out invitation notices to members
- Compounds semesterly newsletter highlight relevant information

August 2024-current | United Automobile Workers (UAW) 4811 Union Member

August 2024-July 2025 | Student Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) Member
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WEp47CWrlQ&t=12s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgL7Lxw8DHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uUnOHCj6go
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtOja-RhFY0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7e0Erl6Mno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcz-ooua06I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0N-LgD6hSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ta7BrM41SHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12nlpleTaco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkY7V2Jgd3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZ0f_PQ2E4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7PHGSFCkKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18XOb1tDcCs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQj0annsUTU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1eh5omuIX4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpOQSqvCOCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhqoBklcQGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65PywALIYAE

Spring 2025 | Vice Provost & Dean for Graduate Education (VPDGE)’s Task Force on the
Graduate Student Application Member
Fall 2024 | Black Academic Success & Engagement Book Club Member
American Educational Research Association (AERA)
August 2025-current | Division A Peer Mentee
May 2023-current | Graduate Student Member
Fresno State — Staff
January 2021-December 2023 | Humanics Advisory Council Advisory Member
- Advised Humanics director on opportunities for programmatic growth and changes
- Attended quarterly meetings to discuss enrollment and curriculum
March 2022-August 2023 | LGBTQ+ Allies Network Social Events Coordinator and Safe Zone
Committee Member
- Revamped the Safe Zone training presentation and materials
- Hosted monthly activities to enhance faculty, staff, and student allyship
January 2022-August 2023 | Asian Faculty and Staff Association (AFSA) Activities Program
Chair and Member
- Organized monthly activities to build community throughout campus
- Participated in various AANAPI-focused campus events
August 2022-August 2023 | Bulldog Pride Club Staff Treasurer
January 2022-August 2023 | Asian American and Pacific Islander Graduation Commencement
Ceremony Organizing Committee Member and Program Designer
- Delegated tasks and facilitated the event to run smoothly
- Designed the graduation program and led the distribution
- Marketed and outreached to fundraise for the commencement
Spring 2023 | American Indian Graduation Honoring Dinner and Ceremony Organizing
Committee Member and Program Designer
- Designed the graduation program
January 2022-August 2023 | COSS Graduation Ceremony Committee Member
January 2021-December 2022 | Hmong New Year Organizing Committee Member
- Gathered local Hmong artists to participate in the celebration
January 2021-May 2022 | The Collegian Governing Board Staff Member Representative
- Participated as the AAPI representative of Fresno State
Fresno State — Undergraduate Student
Fall 2020 | Hmong American Ink and Stories (HAIS) Member
May 2019-December 2020 | Humanics@ZFresnoState Organization President
- Grant writing for the CSU system’s Instructionally Related Activities
- Organized and hosted meetings
- Advocated for students’ reimbursements due to COVID-19 flight cancellations
May 2018-December 2020 | Campus Involvement Ambassadors Lead
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- Met one-on-one to advise on-campus students regarding extracurricular programming
and activities
- Facilitated Emerging Leaders Retreat every semester and summer
August 2019-December 2020 | National Association for the Advancement of People of Color
(NAACP) Unit 171 Committee Member
- Designed marketing material and mutual aid campaign raising over $10,000 during the
rise of Black Lives Matter protests in the Central Valley
Fall 2020 | The Collegian Governing Board Student Representative
- Participated as the acting editor of the Asian Pacific Review
January 2019-May 2020 | Helping Undergraduates Get Sexually Safer (HUGSS) Public
Relations Coordinator
- Created social media platforms
- Participated in organizing and leading free on-campus HIV testing
May 2019-May 2020 | Amerasia Organization Vice President
- Organized “Amerasia Week” with various activities for all students to attend
- Lead meetings and conversations around organizational needs
Spring 2020 | Mujeres Activas en Letras y Cambio Social (MALCS) Member
Spring 2019 | Associated Students, Inc. (ASI) Presidential Candidate
- Developed marketing campaign and slate platform
- Raised over $2,000 in gifts to support the campaign
August 2018-May 2019 | Humanics Program Grant Maker and Writer
- Read through 501(c)3s’ grant proposals and selected the grant recipient for Humanics’
annual grant of $5,000
- Assisted a 501(c)3, Saint Rest Baptist Church, in applying for a grant to build a
playground
Fall 2017 | Entrepreneur Mentorship Program Student Mentee
- Regularly met with mentors and networked with various professionals
- Coordinated group networking luncheons
National Academic Advising Association (NACADA)
December 2021-November 2022 | Member
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)
December 2019-December 2020 | Member
Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP)
September 2019-September 2020 | Collegiate Member

COMMUNITY SERVICES AND MEMBERSHIPS
#PardonRefugees Coalition
June 2025-current | Coalition Representative
- Leads communications pieces, including informative one-pagers and media releases
Asians 4 Sac Coalition
February 2025-current | Coalition Member
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ABC30 Action News
January 2024-current | ABC30 Advisory Council Member
- Attends quarterly meetings to keep the advisory familiar with community events
- Specialized on the Asian American community in the Central Valley
AAPIs For Civic Empowerment Education Fund (AAPI FORCE-EF)
October 2023-current | Communications Steering Committee Organizational Representative
- Actively participates in bi-weekly meetings, trainings, and discussions on mobilizing
Asian American communications strategies
Asian American Liberation Network (AALN)
June 2025-current | Board Member
November 2023-current | resilient readers Book Club Founder and Facilitator
- Launched a free, third-space community book club centering women and femmes of
color authors
- Designs curriculum and discussions based on the book club’s needs and wants
April 2022-December 2023 | Asian American Women and Femme Collective (AAWF) Member
Tsev Kaj Siab (TKS), formerly California Hmong Advocates Network & Building Our Future
(CHAN-BOF) for Peace Collaborative, Alliance for Community Transformations
December 2024-current | Board Member and Board Secretary
- Attends and takes detailed minutes of semimonthly meetings
- Brainstorms and designs programmatic outreach and curriculum for community events
September 2023-December 2024 | Steering Committee Member
- Organized culturally-competent workshops focused on gender-based violence (GBV)
- Attended monthly meetings to go over upcoming and important local events
August 2022-December 2024 | Hmong Community Table Executive Member
- Assisted in designing and launching data collection efforts of the Central Valley Hmong
community’s needs
March 2022-September 2023 | Collaborative Partner
- Participated in and facilitated GBV workshops
- Attended quarterly meetings for strategy implementation and updates
Center for Empowered Politics
December 2024-current | Collective Knowledge Mentor
December 2023-December 2024 | Collective Knowledge Mentor Partner
Laotian American Community of Fresno (LACF)
January 2022-December 2023 | Ambassador
- Hosted the ALEC
- Supported in the annual gala fundraiser
CCAPW
December 2021-December 2023 | Board Member, Board Secretary, Scholarship Committee
Chair, Communications Committee and Scholarship Gala Committee Co-Chair, Executive
Committee Member, and Bylaws Committee Committee Member
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- 2023 Scholarship Gala Guest Speaker
- Attended, facilitated, and took detailed minutes of semi-monthly meetings
- Organized, designed programming, and selected scholars for the annual scholarship gala
Fresno Asian American Collaborative
February 2021-October 2023 | Establishing Member
- Passed the resolution “Denouncing the Discrimination Against the Asian American
Communities during the COVID-19 Crisis in Fresno”
Showdown for Hope Annual Spring Festival, A Hopeful Encounter, Inc.
July 2021-June 2023 | Event Coordinator
- Led volunteer coordinators in the effort to strengthen community through culturally
competent activities and competitions
- Over 10,000 community members attended the annual events
PowerCA Action
May 2022-May 2023 | Community Member
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California
May 2022-May 2023 | Big Sister
Master Chorale, Fresno Community Chorus
December 2022-May 2023 | Soprano II Section Member
We are Not Invisible (WANI) Fresno
Fall 2020 | Marketing Intern
- Organized and hosted a live discussion with grassroots community organizers
- Developed all of the event’s marketing materials and ran campaigns
Stone Soup Fresno
Fall 2020 | Service Learning Intern
- Wrote a children’s storybook in English and translated it to Hmong and Khmer
Downtown Fresno Partnership
Spring 2019 | Intern
- Organized with local restaurants to coordinate discounts for Fresno’s Grizzly Fest

CONFERENCES AND WEBINARS

2026

AERA Annual Meeting | Participant

AAAS Annual Conference | Participant

AAS Annual Conference | Participant

Hmong History and Cultural Studies Model Curriculum Conference in Sacramento, Orange
County Department of Education | Participant

2025

IH New Student Orientation, UC Merced | Panelist

Hmong History and Cultural Studies Model Curriculum Conference in Fresno, Orange County
Department of Education | Participant
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https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/sonoraca-meet-a2869d84ff184bca994fda9d0004e786/ITEM-Attachment-001-4b3a7d26d30f44bfaac55a94717233e1.pdf
https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/sonoraca-meet-a2869d84ff184bca994fda9d0004e786/ITEM-Attachment-001-4b3a7d26d30f44bfaac55a94717233e1.pdf

20th Hmong National Development Conference: We Rise, United, Hmong National
Development (HND) | Presenter, Facilitator, and Participant
- “Building & Sustaining Hmong LGBTQ+ Community, Power, & Leadership” with HIP
“Thriving Beyond Surviving: Lessons from 50 Years of Movement Building to End
Gender-based Violence with the Hmong Community” with TKS
“Strategies to Empower and Engage Leadership Skills of Hmong Gen Z and Alphas”
with Hmong Culture Camp
IH Grad CON: Bridging Roots of Bellevue, UC Merced | Vice Chair and Media Lead
Higher Education and Student Affairs in the Central Valley (HESACV) Conference, Fresno
State’s Kremen School of Education and Human Development | Lead Presenter
“What’s Radical Love Got to Do With It?: Scholar Activism in Higher Education”
National Hmong Disability Virtual Conference, United Hmong with Disabilities | Participant
Hmong History and Cultural Studies Model Curriculum Conference in Merced, Orange County
Department of Education | Participant
2024
6th Hmong Studies Consortium International Conference, University of Wisconsin-Madison’s
Center for Southeast Asian Studies | Participant
Be. Bold. Conference, Everyday Impact Consulting | Participant
Art of Leadership for Women and Femmes of Color, Rockwood Leadership Institute | Selected
Participant
Governing Power School, AAPI FORCE-EF | Organization Representative and Participant
Pursuit of Higher Education (PoHE), UC Berkeley | Presenter
- “Bridging Generations: Youth Powerbuilding and Voices”
2023
Be. Bold. Conference, Everyday Impact Consulting | Participant
California College Personnel Association (CCPA) Fall Institute | Lead Presenter and Participant
“Say my Name, Say my Name (Correctly)”
Safety Through Connection (STC) and Leveraging Collaboration to End Domestic Violence
(LCDV) Convening | Organization Representative and Participant
- Sponsored by TKS
Central Valley Region Interdisciplinary Symposium on Education Research (CV-RISER) | Lead
Presenter and Participant
“In a Time of Destruction, Create Something: AANAPISI Initiative at Fresno State”
Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education (APAHE) 2023: Amplifying our Voices in Unity
and Action | Co-Lead Presenter, Panelist, and Participant
“In a Time of Destruction, Create Something: AANAPISI Initiative at Fresno State”
“United, We can do More: The Role of Asian Faculty and Staff Associations in Building
Institutional Capacity to Support Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities”
AERA Annual Meeting | Presenter, Chair, and Participant
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“Falling through the Cracks: The Institutional Invisibility of Southeast Asian American
Community College Students and the Need for Data Disaggregation”
HESACYV Conference, Fresno State’s Kremen School of Education and Human Development |
Lead Presenter
- “Finding Community through Resistance: (Re)centering our Values as New Higher-Ed
Professionals”
Annual Lao Educational Conference (ALEC), LACF | Organizer and Volunteer Coordinator
Your Power in Middle Leadership: Building Equity-focused Programs, CSU Student Success
Network | Selected Participant
Asian American Pacific Islander Voices: Inclusivity for a Stronger World USAID Conference
and Career Expo | Sponsor Location Lead
NACADA Region 8/9/10 | Lead Presenter and Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s COSS
“Cultural Competence in Higher Educational Institutions: Supporting AANAPISI
Students”
Central Valley Leadership Summit, California Health Collaborative: API PACT | Selected
Participant
Journey to Success, Fresno State | Organizer and Lead Presenter
“The AANAPISI Initiative at Fresno State”
2022
Promoting Healthy Manhood Conference, Positive Results Center | Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s COSS
CSU Student Success Network | Lead Presenter
- “It’s an Honor just to be Asian: Supporting Young AANAPI Professionals in the Field of
Criminology”
Family Partnership Conference, Fresno State’s College of Science and Math | Panelist
Elevating Leaders Summit 2022, APIA Scholars | Lead Presenter
- “Figure It Out: An Introduction to Cultivating Mentorship”
Central Valley Adult AANHPI Leadership Summit, California Health Collaborative: API PACT |
Selected Participant
- Absent due to COVID
APAHE 2022: Movement API | Lead Presenter and Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s COSS and Office of the Provost
“Breaking the Bamboo Ceiling: Paving the Way for Students’ Success in Academia and
the Workforce”
2022 ACLU California Action Conference | Participant
Journey to Success, Fresno State | Lead Presenter
“AANAPISI and Student Success in the Criminology Department”
NACADA Region 9 | Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s COSS
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qckd0WSFKOaeKZffejNOqlng29w8jzZQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qckd0WSFKOaeKZffejNOqlng29w8jzZQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GZQogG9IrynAkzB6S8HOWhQkk2n7Hvlt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Ak98AFLWihUqlrZF9_25IadNxX-mqOr/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Ak98AFLWihUqlrZF9_25IadNxX-mqOr/view

2021
Southeast Asian American Studies Conference, San José State University | Participant
Interfaith Scholar Weekend 2021 Webinar Series | Tech Designer, Coordinator, and Moderator
- Organized a 6-week webinar
- Designed social media campaign
- Lead a book discussion with religious community representatives
2020
Take a Student to Eat (TASTE), Fresno State’s MCJ Department | Tech Lead and Specialist
- Received the Silver American Advertising (ADDY) Award
Commission on the Status of Women 64 | WILPF Representative
- Canceled due to COVID
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s WGSS Department, Dean of Craig School of Business, and
WILPF
AFP ICON | Student Participant
- Canceled due to COVID
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s Sociology Department and Humanics Program
Lemkin Summit to End Genocide and Mass Atrocities | Student Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s Sociology Department and Humanics Program
2019
National Women’s Studies Association (NWSA) | Student Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s WGSS Department
AFP LEAD | Student Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s Sociology Department and Humanics Program
Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies (APAICS) | Regional Leadership
Academy Participant
- Sponsored by HIP
Gender, Race, and Sexuality (GRS), Fresno State’s WGSS Department | Organizer, Marketing
Lead, and Moderator
2018
2018 NODA Annual Conference | Student Participant
- Sponsored by Fresno State’s Dog Days: New Student Orientation
2017
Allied Media Conference | Student Participant
- Sponsored by The California Endowment

CERTIFICATIONS AND TRAININGS

2024

Million Voters Project (MVP) Echos Academy, Power California | Selected Participant and
Organization Representative

Transformative Justice 6-series Workshop, Mia Mingus | Participant
2023
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Camp re:power, re:power | Selected Participant

Question, Persuade, and Refer (QPR) Gatekeeper Certified, Fresno State | Participant

Civic Academy Spring 2023, City of Fresno’s Office of Community Affairs | Participant

40-Hour Domestic Violence Counselor Training, Marjaree Mason Center | Participant

2022

SEA Roots Language Workshop: Lao, The SEAD Project | Scholarship Recipient and Participant

Bystander Intervention, Conflict De-escalation, How to Respond to Harassment, Asian
Americans Advancing Justice (AAJC) and Hollaback! | Community Participant

Undocu-Ally Certified, Fresno State | Participant

Trauma-Informed Certified, A Hopeful Encounter, Inc. | Participant

2021

Camp Agape, Youth Organize California | Community Participant

Digital Advocacy Training (DAT), SEARAC | Community Participant

2020

LGBTQ+ and Gender 101, Fresno State | Student Participant

2019

Central Valley Regional Leadership Academy: Special Congressional Recognition, U.S.
Congress and APAICS | Community Participant

California Basic Educational Skills (CBEST), California Commission on Teacher Credentialing
- Credential ID 77902734

RECOGNITIONS AND AWARDS

FELLOWSHIPS

Mellon Summer Public Humanities Graduate Fellowship, UC Merced (Declined)
Summer 2025 | Graduate Fellow

IH Summer Award Fellowship, UC Merced

Summer 2025 | Graduate Fellow

GSA Spring Award Fellowship, UC Merced

Spring 2025 | Graduate Fellow

Professional Development Fall Award Fellowship, UC Merced
Fall 2024 | Graduate Fellow

Mellon Pathways to a Diverse Faculty Fellowship, UC Merced
Fall 2024 | Graduate Fellow

HONORS

Honorable Joaquin Arambula 31st Assembly District, California State Legislature Assembly
May 2023 | Certificate of Recognition

Spirit of Service, Fresno State

2022-2023 | The President’s Faculty and Staff Service Award
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Educational Employees Credit Union

April 2022 | Member Spotlight

ASAM Program, Fresno State

2020-2021 | Outstanding Graduate

Humanics Program, Fresno State

2020-2021 | 2021 Exemplar Award

Spirit of Service, Fresno State

2020-2021 | Spirit of Service Award

National Association of Student Personnel Admin (NASPA)
Feb 2021 | Asian Pacific Islander Knowledge Community Nominee

GRANTS

MacKenzie Scott Graduate Student Supplemental Travel Award, UC Merced
January 2025 | Graduate Recipient

Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program Summer Research
Internship Grant, Fresno State

Summer 2020 | Recipient and Intern

SCHOLARSHIPS
Bernard A. Shepard Journalism, Fresno State
2019-2020 | Recipient
Fresno State-issued scholarship

- Funded by the MCJ Department
CCAPW
2019-2020 | Office of the President Recipient
Bulldog Pride Fund: Harvey Milk Pride Award, Fresno State
2019-2020 | Recipient

- Inrecognition of the Humanics Program
Educational Employees Credit Union
2019-2020 | Student Grant Program Recipient

WORK EXPERIENCE
Plig Merced (PM)
March 2025-current | Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director

- Co-founded and established PM as a means to provide a Hmong women and
femme-focused third space centered on healing and transformative justice
UC Merced
July 2024-current | Teaching Assistant (TA)
- Creates and facilitates weekly lesson plans to correlate with IOR's lectures
- Assesses and grades undergraduate students’ assignments
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- Intentional practicing of active listening, empathy, and conflict resolution
February 2025-August 2025 | Graduate Student Researcher (GSR)
- Project: Music, Sound, and Climate Action (MSCA)
- Subproject: Community Voices Inspiring a Better Environment (C-VIBE Project)
- Principal Investigators: Dr. Patricia Vergara and Dr. Jayson Beaster-Jones
- UC Climate Action Arts Network funded by the UC Multicampus Research Programs
and Initiative (MRPI)
gaolden LLC
May 2022-current | Founder and Consultant
- Equity-centered approach to social media campaigning and material designs centered
around the needs of the community
November 2023 | Spiral & Bloom Consultant
August 2022-August 2023 | Cid & Macedo, Inc. Graphic Designer Consultant
- Designed programming and workshop booklets and layouts
- Strategized social media campaigns
Hmong Innovating Politics (HIP)
September 2023-August 2024 | Communications and Narrative Manager
- Oversaw all organizational social media platforms, including Queer Hmong
Intersectional Pride (QHIP) and Transforming Systems, Empowering our Village (TSEV)
- Strategized and led effective media campaigns and advertisements
- Trained staff on designing and implementing narrative changing strategies
March 2021-December 2021 | Lead Campaign Coordinator
- Organized civic youth engagement activities
- Hosted spaces for youth to share thoughts and perspectives
September 2019-December 2020 | Outreach Specialist
- Registered voters and assisted with Get Out the Vote (GOTV)
- Assisted hard-to-count (HTC), AAPI community members complete the 2020 Census
- Raised awareness of propositions in the general election
Fresno State
October 2021-August 2023 | Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander
Serving-Institution (AANAPISI) Initiative Student Success Project Coordinator
- Directed and oversaw programming and staff
- Created promotional materials for tabling events and outreach efforts
- Developed programming: AAPI Criminology (AAPIC) Peer Mentors Program
- Collaborated with on-campus and community organizations to promote the program and
mission of higher education
June 2020-September 2021 | The Ethics Center Social Media Coordinator
- Lead the content creation and campaigning, including hosting Facebook Lives
- Edited videos and graphics to create video and media content
November 2019-June 2021 | Asian Pacific Review Editor

G. B. Vang | 13, 2025


http://gaolden.com

- Oversaw staff reporters and edited their works before publishing
November 2019-December 2020 | La Voz de Aztlan Staft Reporter
- Met with community members to collect and write stories
August 2019-June 2021 | COSS Communications Student Assistant
- Created social media content and campaigns for the college
- Organized strategic publishing times
- Interviewed professors, staff, and students throughout the college
- Wrote stories and edited videos to publish
August 2018-July 2019 | WGSS Student Assistant
- Rebranded class flyers and promotional materials
- Answered phone calls and responded to student emails
Summer 2019 | Central Valley Emerging Leaders Summit (CVELS) Student Coordinator
- Community outreach to high school counselors
- Middleperson communicator with organizers and student employees
Summer 2017-Summer 2018 | CVELS Facilitator
- Facilitated culturally-competent conversations with high school students
- Trained to work with minors
Summer 2018 | Dog Days Orientation Leader
- Trained to communicate with various types of students and parents
- Professionally communicated with college-level advisors and staff
- Built community within a short timeframe
A Hopeful Encounter, Inc.
April 2022-June 2023 | Wizard of All (Program Manager)
- Oversaw staff and programming
- Organized public events and designed promotional materials
April 2021-April 2022 | Master Chief Community Power Builder
- Developed youth (12-24 years old) programming: The Soups Leadership
- Community service, building, and engagement
Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministries (FIRM)
January 2020-June 2021 | Youth Advocate for Building Healthy Communities, Parks, and
Green Space
- Created youth (16-25 years old) programming: Youth Activists
- Community service, building, and engagement
- Social media designer and content creator
January 2021-June 2021 | Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Project Specialist
- Designed a clothing closet for served community
- Developed training presentations and marketing brochures
- Simplified governmental-document languages for accessibility and translation
Dolores Huerta Foundation
July 2020-October 2020 | 2020 Census Canvasser
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- Assisted HTC, Latino/a/x, Chicano/a/x, and Hispanic Community members complete the
2020 Census
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